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What if….
You took song lyrics  

and then added 
them to an 
A.I. Image 
generator?
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“Reimagine and 
predict what this 
guy will look like 
40 years from 
now…”



How this will work:
•You will work by yourself or 
with another human. 
•Then you will work with AI to 
improve your design or get 
feedback.
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Challenge Categories
1. Curiosity 
2. Innovation 
3. Connection 
4. Ideating 
5. Iteration
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The Hook Machine 
Challenge

Slides & resources: 
mrhook.it/iste26 

MIND Machinevs

Human Superpower: Asking great questions

Curiosity

http://mrhook.it/resources


Challenge Part 1: 
Find a partner and create a question that 
would make students lean forward in their 
seats. 
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Challenge Part 2: 
Ask AI to generate 10 alternative ‘hook’ 
questions.  
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Challenge Part 3: 
Take one of the AI responses and add your 
own flair.  
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Mind vs. Machine

Post your best 
“hook” 
question. 

Post thoughts here: 
mrhook.it/poll

http://mrhook.it/poll


What’s Missing? 
Challenge

Slides & resources: 
mrhook.it/iste26 

MIND Machinevs

Innovation

Human Superpower: Identifying innovative solutions

http://mrhook.it/resources


What’s Missing From the Map?
What 
information is 
missing? 

What important 
information 
might be missing 
from this map 
that could affect 
a successful 
camping trip?



What’s Missing From the Map?



Innovation starts here: 
•Did we see everything? Did AI see 

everything?  
•Innovation starts with identifying what 

we’re NOT seeing.  
•Before we solve problems we have to 

understand them. 
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Mind Meld 
Challenge

MIND Machinevs

Slides & resources: 
mrhook.it/iste26 

Human Superpower: Connecting on a shared goal
Connection

http://mrhook.it/resources


GOAL - Come together on a shared idea 

Stand up and find a partner

Mind vs. Machine



“Two”
“One”

“THREE”

Player A Player B

“Paris” “Monument”



“Two”
“One”

“THREE”

Player A Player B

“Eiffel Tower” “Eiffel Tower”



Your Ideal Place 
Challenge

MIND Machinevs

Slides & resources: 
mrhook.it/iste26 

Connection

Human Superpower: Connecting interests

http://mrhook.it/resources


Ask an LLM (AI Tool) to list states in USA.  

Part 1 - RECALL prompt: 
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With a partner - Share a list of things you value 
the most when it comes to an ideal living 
environment. (weather, education, cost of living, 
types of entertainment, parks, rivers, lakes, 
politics, beliefs, beaches, mountains, etc.) 

Part 2 - HUMAN prompt: 

Mind vs. Machine



Ask AI to generate a ranked list of the top 5 
places/states with your ideal living 
characteristics included. Analyze the output to 
see how it aligns with your own beliefs and 
call out any contrasts/misalignments.  Did 
anything surprise you? 

Part 3 - REMIX prompt: 
Mind vs. Machine



Brainstorm 
Challenge

MIND Machinevs

Slides & resources: 
mrhook.it/iste26 

Ideating

Human Superpower: Thinking outside the box

http://mrhook.it/resources


STAND UP

MIND Machinevs

Human Superpower: Thinking outside the box



Activities 
humans do 

to destress
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Brainstorm 
REFLECTION

MIND Machinevs

Ideating

Human Superpower: Thinking outside the box



The Worst Ever 
Challenge

Slides & resources: 
mrhook.it/iste26 

MIND Machinevs

Human Superpower: Turning bad ideas into good
Iteration

http://mrhook.it/resources


Ask an LLM (AI Tool) to come up with a list of 
ideas for the worst camping invention ever. 
Share with your partner or group. 

Part 1 - AI prompt: 
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Take one of the horrible ideas and redesign it 
into something that could actually be useful 

Part 2 - Human iteration 

Mind vs. Machine

SHARE            OUT



Reflection: 
1. Curiosity - How do we help students stay curious 
when answers have never been easier to find? 
2. Innovation - What new things or ideas could your 
students invent? How could AI help? 
3. Connection - What parts of learning can only happen 
between people? 
4. Ideating - What are ideas only humans can imagine 
before inviting AI into the process? 
5. Iteration - What if your first idea was only the 
beginning of your best idea?
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AI can make an amazing 
app in just a few hours.  

by Carl Hooker

MIND Machinevs

But it still can’t get kids to 
actually do their chores.



Second 

Edition!

Available  
on Amazon: 
mrhook.it/ai 

http://mrhook.it/ai


Slides & resources: 
mrhook.it/iste26 

Thank you!

@Carl carl@hookertech.com @hookertech

http://mrhook.it/resources
mailto:carl@hookertech.com

