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What if….
You took song lyrics  

and then added 
them to an 
A.I. Image 
generator?
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• 27+ years in education  
• Former Director of Innovation 
• Launched the first K12 iPad 1:1 

program in the state in 2011 
• Future Ready Schools National Faculty 
• 10-time author 
• 2-time bar owner 
• 3-time father 
• 1-time husband
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There’s a reason the 
windshield is bigger than 

the rearview mirror. 
Where you’re headed is 

more important than 
what you left behind.



Then and Now



Companies that 
no longer exist

Compaq

Enron
Continental Airlines

Woolworth’s

Blockbuster

Tower Records

Pan Am

Polaroid

Circuit City
Border’s Books

Zenith’s

American Motors
Detroit Steel

Toys R Us

MCI WorldCom

General FoodsTWA

DeLorean







Companies that  
didn’t exist  

40 years ago

Costco

Tesla
Pfizer

Home Depot

Target

Intel

Virgin Atlantic

Meta

Adobe Systems Netflix

Dell
OpenAIAmazon

Google

Apple

Microsoft

TikTok
PayPal

Starbucks

Jet Blue

Spotify

AirBnb

Uber
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“Machines 
could take 50% 
of jobs in the 
next 30 years.”

Dr. Moshe Vardi 
Rice University









WillRobotsTakeMyJob.com



If 50% of jobs are 
automated in the next 30 

years, what skills should we 
be teaching our students?

Interactive Discussion



Top 10 Job Skills - World Economic Forum
2020 2030

Creativity

1. 
2. 
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10.

Complex Problem Solving

People Management

Service Orientation

Critical Thinking

Coordinating with Others

Negotiation

Judgement & Decision Making
Emotional Intelligence

Cognitive Flexibility
@mrhooker

Networks & Cybersecurity
Technological literacy

Analytical thinking

Curiosity and lifelong learning

AI & big data

Resilience, flexibility and agility

Leadership & Social Influence

Creativity

Complex Problem Solving
Critical Thinking

Creative thinking

Talent management

Environmental stewardship

Service Orientation

Coordinating with Others
People Management

Cognitive Flexibility



http://www.flickr.com/photos/wiertz/13195153284/in/photolist-m71BmQ-aDXZMj-67ciYj-5aZhoD-b7ntgR-fwkjz8-6ArUJu-dtwgAf-9Tn4x5-dtwgcQ-9DaiRC-dtwfRd-puVEYq-dtqHHa-72huET-pbEMcD-aw73R7-6ArULj-6AnLyX-dtwgQC-pv2MBU-9DyKAa-dtqGGv-9DamKo-9DqpT9-9kQeW8-C5kPP-dtqGRM-6pU1DU-6iRixm-6ArUFf-5aZh8D-6ArUEN-cW2Yw-8Kn7r-dtqHVZ-zte1x-9DaiRs-6cvfdA-dtwgmU-dtqJ8M-7tzhoV-bxu6C4-aDK3NP-7PHSLp-dtwgTS-aeHcbo-dtqHtV-
dtqHnV-dtwgNU

The Evolution of 
Communication
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44+33+555+555+666=hello



The Evolution of 
Communication

Body Language

Voice
Letters

Phone

Email

Text

Social Media

Video

AI



Body Language



Text

Title Text
Body Level One 

Body Level Two 
Body Level Three 

Body Level Four 
Body Level Five



Stand UP!
No Talking



FEAR



surprise!



Sadness



ANGER



Lust



NO!!!!



Invented in 2008 Invented in 2007



1. Anything that is in the world when 
you’re born is normal and ordinary and is 
just a natural part of the way the world 
works.

-Douglas Adams

2. Anything that’s invented between 
when you’re fifteen and thirty-five is 
new and exciting and revolution and 
you can probably get a career in it. 

3. Anything invented after you’re thirty-
five is against the natural order of things.

Technology is….





Don’t get a car with a stranger



Don’t meet people from the 
internet



Today: 
Contact a stranger from the 
internet to ride in their car.
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Why change 
and take a risk 

when we’ve 
been 

successful?



Ed Catmull 
President  
of Pixar





Why change 
and take a risk 

when we’ve 
been 

successful?



http://www.korsgaardscommentary.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/blockbuster-closing.jpg
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Individual Risk/Failure 
vs 

Shared Risk/failure



Who’s 
willing to 
take a risk 

with me?



1 
2 
3



Now let’s try 
a shared risk

AIL!Ready Set F



Stand Up



1 
2 
3



STOP



1 
2 
3



[clap] 
2 
3



STOP



[clap] 
2 
3



[clap] 
[stomp] 

3



STOP



[clap] 
[stomp] 

3



[clap] 
[stomp] 
[snap]



STOP



1 
2 
3

[clap] 
[stomp] 
[snap]





Concrete  
Experience

Reflective  
Observation

Active  
Experimentation

Abstract  
Conceptualization





Teacher wants try something new 
with their students



hoping to spark their curiosity and interest



And the experiment fails disastrously 



How the teacher feels after it fails



Active  
Experimentation

Concrete  
Experience

Reflective  
Observation

Abstract  
Conceptualization



How do we change schools 
from places of conformity and 
compliance to environments 

that foster creativity and 
innovation? 
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Curriculum 
& 

Instruction



is this going to 
be on the test?



We need to be 
asking our kids to 
solve interesting 
problems…

…and we need 
to be ok if they 

get it wrong 
- Seth Godin





How do we keep this look of 
curiosity in our students?





AI-generated graphic using Canva’s Text-to-image tool 



Utilizing AI to 
have a deeper 

impact  
on learning



Dr. Nick Cull



Dr. Nick Cull



Human 
intelligence 

vs. 
Artificial  

intelligence 
Challenge



Things found 
at a bbq cook-out





What Ai can  
do for 

students

What Ai can  
NOT do for 
students

Brainstorm ideas Care for them

Feedback & editing 
suggestions

Tutoring & support

Review your work

Motivate them to 
learn

Be empathetic

Understand their 
learning style

Provide life guidance

Help create visuals



Situational Ai Usage During 
the Learning Process
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Utilize AI for: 
Idea generation, 
brainstorming, or 
creative blocks

Utilize AI to: 
Create models,  
images, visuals,  
outlines or first 
drafts

Utilize AI as: 
a research assistant, 
tutor, a feedback  
tool or simulator

Utilize AI as: 
a thought partner  
or a critical relection 
tool 



“Don’t just 
teach a 
lesson, 

create an 
experience.” 

-Dave Burgess 
@burgessdave
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Why does all of this 
matter for our 

future and the 
future of our 
students?







7 years 
earlier..









Future technology
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will never supplant

human compassion.



Thank you for everything you do for kids!
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